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SUBJECT: IRANIAN CONCERN OVER SITUATION IN AFGHANISTAN 

REF: TEHRAN 11183 

1 . THE ANSWERS PROVIDED BY CHARGE MIKLOS TO ZELLI 
(PARAGRAPH 2, REFTEL) ARE ESSENTIALLY CORRECT. 

2. THE AFGHAN AMBASSADOR IN ISLAMABAD IS NUR AHMAD 
ETEMADI, A FORMER PRIME MINISTER OF AFGHANISTAN 
DURING THE MONARCHY. ALTHOUGH ETEMADI IS KNOWN TO BE 
OCCASIONALLY CRITICAL OF HIS KINSMAN, PRESIDENT DAOUD, 

HE APPEARS TO BE ATRUSTED MEMBER OF THE LATTER'S 
DIPLOMATIC CORPS (ETEMADTS LAST ASSIGNMENT WAS 
MOSCOW) AND CONTINUES TO BE STRONGLY RUMORED AS ONE 
OF THE VICE PRESIDENTS DAOUD PLANS TO DESIGNATE IN 

THE NEAR FUTURE. WE HAVE EVEN HEARD ONE RUMOR THAT 
HE MIGHT REPLACE WAHF.F.D ABDULLAH AS FOREIGN MINISTER. 

WE CAN ONLY PRESUME THAT HIS IRANIAN COLLEAGUE AT 
ISLAMABAD EXAGGERATED ETEMADTS VIEWS. 

3. WHILE AFGHAN AFFAIRS CAN CONCEIVABLY BECOME 
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UNRAVELED VERY QUICKLY AND VIOLENTLY, DAOUD STILL 
APPEARS TO BE HEALTHY AND FIRMLY IN CHARGE AT THIS TIME. 

THE POLITICAL AND PUBLIC SAFETY PROBLEMS CITIED BY THE 
IRANIANS ARE BEING MANAGED BY THE REGIME IN A FASHION THAT 
EMPHASIZES CALM AND NORMALITY. 

4. ALTHOUGH WE SEE NO VISIBLE EVIDENCE THAT THE 
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AFGHAN GOVERNMENT IS ACTIVELY SEEKING THE KILLERS 
OF CHIEF PILOT GRAN (A CRIME WHICH WAS NEVER RE- 
PORTED IN THE GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED AFGHAN MEDIA), 

WE ALSO SEE NO VISIBLE EVIDENCE THAT ANYONE OUTSIDE 
THE CIRCLES OF GRAN'S OWN FAMILY OR HIS FORMER 
COLLEAGUES CARES ENOUGH TO PROTEST. THAT IS NOT TO SAY THAT 
THE GRAN ISSUE MIGHT NOT ARISE SOME DAY AS A 
SERIOUS PROBLEM FOR THE REGIME. 

5. THE SHORT-LIVED "REVOLT" OF THE FIVE OR SIX 
CABINET MINISTERS WHO SUBMITTED - AND THEN WITH- 
DREW - THEIR RESIGNATIONS HAS NOT PRODUCED ANY 
DISCERNIBLE RESULTS SINCE DAOUD CONVINCED THE 
DISSIDENTS TO RETURN TO THEIR OFFICES. INDEED, THERE IS 
SOME EVIDENCE THAT HE IS NOW UNHURRIEDLY BIDING HIS 
TIME, PLANNING WAYS TO PRUNE THESE "UNRELIABLE" 

MINISTERS OUT OF HIS CABINET (PERHAPS EXILING THEM 

TO AMBASSADORIAL POSTS - A USUAL AFGHAN PRACTICE). 

6. AS FOR THE ASSASSINATION OF PLANNING MINISTER 
KHURRAM, THERE HAS BEEN WHAT IS FOR THIS COUNTRY 
AN UNUSUAL DEGREE OF PUBLICIZED GOVERNMENT ACTION. 

ON DECEMBER 19, THE GOA IDENTIFIED THE CONFESSED 
KILLER, ONE MOHAMMAD MARJAN, AND ANNOUNCED THE 
ARRESTS OF SEVERAL OTHERS WITH WHOM HE HAD 
ALLEGEDLY PLOTTED (IT IS STILL NOT CLEAR WHETHER 
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THE "PLOTTERS" WERE "LEFTISTS" OR "RIGHTISTS" - 
OR INDEED WHETHER THESE TERMS HAVE ANY REAL SIGNI- 
FICANCE HERE IN OUR WESTERN SENSE). ALTHOUGH THIS 
STORY HAS NOT YET UNFOLDED IN ITS ENTIRETY, IT IS 
CREATING NO DISCERNIBLE SHOCK WAVES IN THE BODY 
POLITIC EITHER. 

7. IN SHORT, WE REGARD THE KHALATBARY-ZELLI APPROACH 
AS ANOTHER CASE OF THE FAMILIAR IRANIAN JITTERS. 

ELIOT 
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